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Clifden Railway Bridge – just north of Salmon Wierb Robert John Welch circa 1893-1895 



The Clifden Railway Bridge was constructed in 1884 and was located 100m north of the Salmon Weir in Galway City. This bridge formed part 

of the Clifden Railway Line. The objective of this line was to provide better access to the towns west of Galway City, such as Clifden. This line 

became unviable due to increased use of private vehicles and was closed in 1935. The steel bridge was sold for scrap, but the foundations 

(piers and abutments) still stand today. 

Galway City Council, the National Transport Authority and Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (through the URDF fund) 

are proposing to reuse the existing piers and abutments to construct a new pedestrian and cycle bridge. 

Existing piers which used to support the Clifden Railway Bridge Location of  existing piers and proposed pedestrian and cycle bridge



This consultation provides an update to the public on the progress made with this proposal. 

The reinstatement of the Clifden Railway Bridge as a pedestrian and cycling crossing will help to bring a vibrancy and rejuvenation to the 

surrounding areas, creating new areas of public realm. The bridge will link places of study, work, retail and recreation using sustainable 

modes of transport.

Three structural options for the proposed bridge were assessed. These options were;

1. Cable Stay Bridge

2. Rippled Arch Bridge (emerging preferred option)

3. Curved Box Girder

Option 2, the Rippled Arch Bridge structure has been identified as the emerging preferred option.  

































Assessment Criteria
Option 1

Asymmetric Cable Stayed
Option 2

Rippled Arch
Option 3

Curved Box Girder

Technical

Economic

Aesthetics

Durability & Maintenance

Environmental

Health & Safety

Construction & Buildability

Ground Conditions

Colour Description

Significant advantages over the other options

Some advantages over other options

Neutral compared to other options

Some disadvantages compared to other options

Significant disadvantages compared to other options

Each of the three options were assessed on a number of criteria, as outlined in the table above. Option 2, the Rippled Arch Design, 

was rated highest in this exercise. (For more detail, see the next two slides).



The above text is a summary of the analysis taken in the Structures Options Report. For full details, please see Appendix A of the 

“Clifden Railway Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge – Structures Options Report”



The above text is a summary of the analysis taken in the Structures Options Report. For full details, please see Appendix A of the 

“Clifden Railway Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge – Structures Options Report”



Galway City Council is now inviting members of the public to have their say on the proposed designs.

Further information on the three designs, including an information brochure and technical drawings, is available at 

https://www.galwaycity.ie/clifden-railway-pedestrian-and-cycle-bridge.  Tá leagan Gaeilge don leathanach gréasáin seo ar fáil ar

https://www.galwaycity.ie/droichead-coisithe-rothaiochta-iarnroid-an-chlochain

This page also includes a link to a survey, where you can tell us your views on the project.

You can also email us on activetravel@galwaycity.ie with the subject line ‘Clifden Railway Bridge’.

Alternatively, write to us at: Galway City Council, 

City Hall, 

College Road, 

Galway. 

H91 X4K8.

Deadline for submissions is Thursday, April 11th at 5pm.

https://www.galwaycity.ie/clifden-railway-pedestrian-and-cycle-bridge
https://www.galwaycity.ie/droichead-coisithe-rothaiochta-iarnroid-an-chlochain
mailto:activetravel@galwaycity.ie
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